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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

7 1. A method, comprising: 

2 broadcasting meta-data to onp^Jr more client systems, the meta-data 

3 including descriptions of a pljifality of data files; 

4 receiving rating^of each one of the plurality of data files from the one or 

5 more client systems; and 

6 broafacasting a portion of the plurality of data files to the one or more 

7 clien^systems in response to the ratings received from the one or more client 

8 systems. 

/ 

\ ^ 2. The method of claim 1 fuijher^^ the portion of the 

2 plurality of data files^vhich have having higher ratings based on the received 

3 ratings. 

1 3. The method of claim 1 further comprising combining the ratings 

2 received from the client systems, if ratings are received from more than one client 

3 system, to generate an overall ratings list of the plurality of data files. 

1 4. The method of claim 1 further comprising broadcasting a broadcast 

2 schedule of the portion of the plurality of data files prior to broadcasting the 

3 portion of the plurality of data files. 
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1 5. The method of claim 1 further comprising broadcasting a broadcast 

2 schedule of the meta-data prior to broadcasting the meta-data to the one or more 

3 client systems. 

1 6. The method of claim 1 wherein broadcasting the portion of the plurality 

2 of data files to the one or more client systems comprises broadcasting one of the 

3 plurality of data files having a higher rating prior to broadcasting one of the 

4 plurality of data files having a lower rating. 

1 7- An method, comprising: 

receiving meta-data broadcast by a server system, thrmeta-data including 

3 descriptions of a first plurality of data files; y< 

4 rating in response to a content ratinsj^ole at least one of the first plurality 

5 of data files described by the meta-dajafthe content rating table generated 

6 responsive to data files previously accessed; 

7 transmitting the rajmgs of the at least one of the first plurality of data files 

8 to the server system;/ 

9 receiving^ second plurality of data files broadcast by the server system; 

10 and / 

1 1 /storing based on the content rating table a portion of the second plurality 

12 of*mta files broadcast by the server system. 
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1 \\^~J ^' ^ e met ^ 0< ^ °^ c ^ m 1 further wrnr«T^«Igreceiving a meta-data 

broadcast schedule broadcast by the server system, the client system activated in 
3 response to the meta-data broajkJast schedule. 

1 9. The mpmod of claim 7 wherein the first plurality of data files includes 

2 the second plurality of data files. 

1 / 10. An method, comprising: 

2 ' receiving meta-data broadcast by a server systenyme meta-data including 

3 descriptions of a first plurality of data files; X 

4 rating in response to a content rating tetfle at least one of the first plurality 

Phe content rating table generated 
ed; 
sast one of the first plurality of data files 
a second plurality of data files broadcast 
content rating table a portion of the 
' the server system; and 
plurality of data files broadcast by the 
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1 ^ J 11. The method of claim 10 further comprising receiving a Hieta-data 

^ bipadcast schedule broadcast by the server system, a client system activated in 

3 response to the meta-data broadcast schedule. / 

1 12. The method of claim 10 further comprising receiving a broadcast 

2 schedule of the second plurality of data files prior tp selectively receiving the 

3 portion of the second plurality of data files. / 

1 13. The method of claim 10 wherein the first plurality of data files 

2 includes the second plurality of data fijes. 

1 14. An apparatus, compulsing: 

2 a processor having circuitry to execute instructions; 

3 a communications interface coupled to the processor, the communications 

4 interface coupled broadcast data to one or more client systems, the 

5 communications interface further coupled to receive data from the one or more 

6 client systems; / 

7 a storageAievice coupled to the processor, having sequences of instructions 

8 stored thereiny/which when executed by the processor cause the processor to 

9 broadcast meta-data to the one or more client systems, the meta-data 

1 0 including descriptions of a plurality of data files; 

1 1 receive ratings of each one of the plurality of data files from the one or 

12 more client systems; and 
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13 broadcast a portionpf^Ene plurality of data files to the one or more client 

14 systems in respon^fo the ratings received from the one or more client systems. 

l\\ J 15. The apparatus of^JaitffT^ wherein the processor is further caused to 

2 /select the port^^ of data files, which have having higher ratings 

3 based^ifthe received ratings. 

' 16. The apparatus of claim 14 wherein the processpf'is further caused to 

2 f broadcast a broadcast schedule of the portion of thepiurality of data files prior to 

3 broadcasting the portion of the plurality of dafa files. 

1 17. The apparatus of claina / 14 wherein the processor is further caused to 

2 broadcast a broadcast schedule of the meta-data prior to broadcasting the meta- 

3 data to the one or more client systems. 

1 18. An/apparatus, comprising: 

2 a processor having circuitry to execute instructions; 

3 /communications interface coupled to the processor, the communications 

4 interlace coupled receive data broadcast from a server system, the 

5 communications interface further coupled to transmit data to the server system; 

6 / a storage device coupled to the processor, having sequences of instructions 
fl stored therein, which when executed by the processor cause the processor to 
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8 receive meta-data broadcast by a server system, the meta-data including 

9 descriptions of a first plurality of data files; 

10 rate in response to a content rating table at least one of the/first plurality of 

1 1 data files described by the meta-data, the content rating tabl^/generated responsive 

12 to data files previously accessed; 

13 transmit the ratings of the at least one of th^first plurality of data files to 

14 the server system; 

15 receive a second plurality of data fifes broadcast by the server system; and 

16 store based on the content rating table one or more of the second plurality 

17 of data files broadcast by the serveysystem, 

1 19. The apparatus of/laim 18 wherein the processor is further caused to 

2 receive a meta-data broadcast schedule broadcast by the server system, the client 

3 system activated in response to the meta-data broadcast schedule. 



1 . 20. The apparatus of claim 18 wherein the first plurality of data files 

2 includes the second plurality of data files. 

1 21. Mn apparatus comprising: 

2 a processor having circuitry to execute instructions; 

3 a dommunications interface coupled to the processor, the communications 

4 interface coupled receive data broadcast from a server system, the 

5 communications interface further coupled to transmit data to the server system; 
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6 a storage device coupled to the processor, having sequences of instructions 

7 stored therein, which when executed by the processor cause the processor to 

8 receive meta-data broadcast by a server system, the meta-data^including 

9 descriptions of a first plurality of data files; / 

10 rate in response to a content rating table at least one of th^first plurality of 

1 1 data files described by the meta-data, the content rating tabl^r generated responsive 

12 to data files previously accessed; 

13 transmit the ratings of the at least one of the fij& plurality of data files to 

14 the server system; 
H j 15 receive a broadcast schedule of a second' plurality of data files broadcast 

ru 

q 16 by the server system; 

JE 17 selectively receive based on the content rating table a portion of the second 

O 18 plurality of data files broadcast by ther server system; and 
W / 

j « 19 store the portion of the secpnd plurality of data files broadcast by the 

|s * 
s 

^ 20 server system. 

1 22. The apparatu^of claim 21 wherein the processor is further caused to 

2 receive a meta-data broadcast schedule broadcast by the server system, the client 

3 system activated in response to the meta-data broadcast schedule. 

1 23. Thp apparatus of claim 21 wherein the processor is further caused to 

2 receive a broadcast schedule of the second plurality of data files prior to 

3 selective)y receiving the portion of the second plurality of data files. 

-40- 



042390.P8388 



: s 

yy 



1 24. A machine-readable medium having instructicms^tored thereon, 

2 which when executed by a processor cause the processor to 

3 broadcast meta-data to one or mpr€client systems, the meta-data including 

4 descriptions of a plurality of data/files; 

5 receive ratings of e^cm one of the plurality of data files from the one or 

6 more client systems; 

7 broadcast,/ portion of the plurality of data files to the one or more client 
systems in rp^ponse to the ratings received from the one or more client systems. 

25. The machine-readable njeditlm of claim 24 wherein the processor is 
further caused to selecph^ortion of the plurality of data files, which have 
having highepditings based on the received ratings. 





26. A machine-readable medium having instructk)Hgstored thereon, 
rtiich when executed by a processor cause the pjptfessor to 

receive meta-data broadcast by a sefver system, the meta-data including 
descriptions of a first plurality ofjkfa files; 

rate in response to axJontent rating table at least one of the first plurality of 
data files described hy4he meta-data, the content rating table generated responsive 
to data files prp*oously accessed; 

transmit the ratings of the at least one of the first plurality of data files to 
the server system; 
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receive a second plurality of data files broadcast by the server system; and 
store based on the content rating table a portion of the secondplurality of 



12 data files broadcast by the server system. 

1 27. The machine-readable medium of claim 26^wherein the process is 

2 further caused to receive a meta-data broadcast scnedule broadcast by the server 

3 system, a client system activated in response m the meta-data broadcast schedule. 
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1 28. A system, comprising: 

2 a broadcast server; and 

3 one or more client systems coupled to the broadcast server; 

4 wherein the broadcast server is coupled to broadcast meta-data to the one 

5 or more client systems, ^le meta-data including descriptions of a plurality of data 

6 files; 

7 wherein throne or more client systems are coupled to rate in response to a 

8 content rating table one or more of the plurality of data files described by the 

9 meta-data, th/ content rating table generated responsive to data files previously 

10 accessed; 

1 1 wherein the one or more client systems are coupled to transmit to the 

12 broadcast server the ratings of the plurality of data files; 

13 / wherein the broadcast system is coupled to select a portion of the plurality 

14 of ^ie data files in response to the ratings received from the one or more client 

15 systems; and 
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16 wherein the broadcast system is further coupled to brojtd^ast the selected 

1 7 portion of the plurality of data files. / 

1 29. The system of claim 28 whereiryeach one of the one or more client 

2 systems are coupled to selectively storefa portion of the selected portion of the 

3 plurality of data files in response to a content rating table associated with each 

4 respective one of the plurality^ f client systems. 

1 30. The system of claim 28 wherein each one of the one or more client 

2 systems are coupled^ to selectively receive a portion of the selected portion of the 

3 plurality of data files in response to a content rating table associated with each 

4 respective one/of the plurality of client systems. 
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